RESOLUTION 5-14
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF PAXTANG ENDORSING THE PRINCIPLES OF THE “YOUNG LUNGS AT PLAY” PROGRAM IN ENCOURAGING TOBACCO FREE ZONES AT RECREATIONAL SPACES IN THE BOROUGH.
WHEREAS, in Pennsylvania, more than 858,000 young people are exposed to tobacco smoke pollution every day and the US Surgeon General has stated that there is no safe level of exposure, whether indoors or outdoors, and that children’s exposure to second-hand smoke causes increased risk of sudden infant death syndrome, lower respiratory infections, middle ear diseases, more severe asthma, respiratory symptoms and slowed lung growth and is responsible for the premature deaths of over 430,000 Americans each year from lung cancer, heart disease, respiratory illness and other diseases, 

AND WHEREAS, secondhand smoke is responsible for over 50,000 deaths among nonsmokers each year,

AND WHEREAS, tobacco kills more Americans each year than alcohol, cocaine, heroin, homicide, and suicide, accidents, fire and AIDS combined, 

AND WHEREAS, 80% of smokers started smoking before the age of 18, and the average initiation age is 12 years old,

AND WHEREAS, everyday an estimated 3,900 young people under the age of 18 try their first cigarette and one-third of these children will die prematurely from tobacco related illnesses, 

AND WHEREAS, to help role model non-smoking behavior to children and youth; to provide children, youth and their families with a safe, smoke-free environment,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Borough of Paxtang, in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, resolves that the areas of parks and playgrounds where children are present such as Saussaman Park, the Paxtang Commons, and the Paxtang Commons Park in the Borough of Paxtang be designated to be free of tobacco products, including cigars, cigarettes or any lighted smoking equipment, as well as other forms of tobacco,

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,  that appropriate signs will be posted designating tobacco-free areas and notifying and encouraging people using those spaces to refrain from the use of tobacco products,

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, persons found to be using tobacco products in the                        aforementioned parks and playgrounds may be asked to cease the use of such product or to immediately leave the premises. 

Adopted this 18th day of March, 2014

_____________________________________

E. Denny Beaver, President

_____________________________________

Faye A. Clark, Secretary
