
PAXTANG BOROUGH 
Municipal Building 3423 Derry Street 

Regular Business Meeting 
April 18, 2017 

 

President Martin called to order the Public Hearing for Ordinance 658 as duly advertised, at 7:00 p.m.   

President Martin opened the floor for any comments or questions from the public.   No comments or 

questions were given by the public on the Zoning Ordinance, however, Councilman Patackis suggested 

to remove the word “or” on page 3, last line after day care center (6), and again with the same 

statement on page 6, 2nd line (9).  Councilman Martin indicated those two clerical errors will be 

corrected.  

7:07 p.m. the Public Hearing was adjourned.  

President Martin called the monthly meeting of the Paxtang Borough Council to order at 7:08 p.m. for 

the Regular Business Meeting, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Borne Fuller.  

Council Members Present 

Council President   Nathan Martin 

Council Vice President   Kathy Bloss 

Council President Pro-Tempore  Raymond Patackis 

Council Members   David Gui 

     Christopher Spackman 

     Thomas Wingert  

Jack Thomas 

 

Mayor     Sheilah Borne Fuller 

 

Borough Officials 

Borough Manager    Keldeen Stambaugh 

Borough Solicitor   Tyler J. Eshelman, Esq., on behalf of J. Stephen Feinhour 

Borough Engineer   W. Max Shradley 

Borough Fire Chief   Todd Zwigart 

Police Chief    Dep. Chief Daryl Reider, on behalf of Chief Jason Umberger 

 

Audience Participation 

Darlene Kvaternik, Shade Tree Commission, reported Arbor Day Ceremony will gather at the newly 

planted tree on Swan Street, 10:30 a.m. on Friday April 28.   Honors Tree from the Greenwood Family. 

33 students have no place to plant their seedlings they will receive on Arbor Day, so Manager 

Stambaugh has facilitated an alternate option for those 33 trees.  The children will plant their seedling in 

milk cartons and Cynthia Hogeman of the Greenbelt, will create a Nursery bed in the Paxtang Cemetery, 

which owner Alesia Skinner has graciously offered our use until they are a little larger and can be moved 

to the Greenbelt.  

 



Within the next few weeks we will be, with the assistance of the Public Works Department, planting 18 

trees in the borough and supplying gator bags for all of them.  The borough residents at each planting 

site area were approached to ask for their assistance in filling the gator bags with water for the young 

trees during their first 6 months following planting.   

 

Shade Tree Volunteers will soon begin inspection and ask the public to identify any sick or damaged 

trees that could be a safety issue.  If anyone sees a tree which needs attention or evaluation, please let 

us know. 

 

President Martin asked the attendees if there are any MS4 items that need addressed.  

Manager Stambaugh confirmed there is an inlet that will need repaired on Wilhelm above the Montour 

intersection.   

 

Motion by Jack Thomas, seconded by Chris Spackman to dispense with the reading of and approve the 

March Minutes.   

During discussion, Councilman Patackis clarified a paragraph of comment by himself on second to last 

page regarding the incomplete definition of a Sanctuary City.   Councilman Martin asked Councilman 

Patackis to submit the corrected language to the Manager in writing for the edit.  Councilman Thomas 

and Councilman Spackman accepted and amended the motion to include the correction noted by 

Councilman Patackis.  Motion carried.  

 

Councilman Martin read the March Treasurer’s report.  

General Fund  $364,713.06 

Sewer Account  $522,488.43 

Liquid Fuels  $88,092.19 

Solid Waste Account  $51,916.15 

Capital Reserve Account   $209,511.43 

 

 Motion by Councilwoman Bloss and seconded by Councilman Gui, to accept the Treasurer’s report.  

Motion approved.  

 

Deputy Chief Daryl Reider, 29 years of police service, reported on behalf of Chief Umberger. 

Month of March 

122 calls service including 19 Crimes Reported, 6 people for felony misdemeanor arrests, 15 Motor 

vehicle, 1 non-traffic criminal, 7 parking violations, 2 vigilant protector service calls, 2 honorable 

endeavor citizen contacts, 7 foot patrols and, 2 bike patrols 

 

Paxtang Elementary:  5 foot patrols, and 5 school lunch visits 

 

Assisted Probation and Parole with Training and did one child seat safety check.  

 

Deputy Chief reported, a resident called the police indicating they heard gunshots last weekend.   

 

An incident last weekend occurred when a small group of individuals who turned off of 29th street and 

parked.  One individual was shot, the other two individuals involved proceeded to immediately take the 



injured person of their group to the hospital wearing ski masks and dropped him off at the curb.  The 

victim who was shot refuses to answer any questions or identify the person who shot him.  It appears 

the persons involved were in the city committing robberies and ended just over the borough line when 

the incident occurred.  All known individuals involved have a criminal record.  The person who shot the 

victim, whom they robbed, has not come forward.   

 

The fire that took place last evening, on the 3500 block of Rutherford and 3500 block of Brisban, is still 

under investigation.  As soon as we have additional information we will let you know.   

 

Lastly, a borough resident on Park Terrace had indicated to an officer that they never see a police car.  

According to the GPS on the marked and unmarked cars indicate over 700 patrols were completed last 

month on Park Terrace.   We did explain that they are actively policing and either in a marked or 

unmarked car, on bicycle or foot, the police are working in the area.    

Councilman Patackis reminded residents that not all police vehicles are marked which doesn’t mean 

there isn’t a police presence.    

Councilman Patackis also asked Deputy Chief Reider if the victims from the shooting were residents of 

Paxtang Borough, Dep. Reider confirmed Paxtang Borough Residents were not involved.  The persons 

involved were from other neighboring municipalities. 

 

Councilman Wingert mentioned that this time of year his windows are open and on occasion he does 

hear gun shots from the City.  Councilman Thomas requested clarification that the shooting took place 

on the street.  Deputy Chief Reider confirmed the incident took place on the street.  Following the trail 

to the hospital, the officers returned to the scene at 29th and Greenwood with a canine unit to assure 

there were no other blood trails in the vicinity or involved individuals.   

 

Mayor Borne Fuller questioned why the shooter may not have come forward.  Dep. Chief Reider replied, 

often times drug dealers will rob from each other as they know they have money and other valuables.    

Typically, the persons involved do not report these robberies as it is illegal activity.  That is speculation 

at this point in this case.   Again, no one is answering questions/communicating.  Dep. Chief Reider 

reminded everyone to call the police if they see or hear any suspicious activity.  

 

Councilman Wingert reported to the Deputy Chief that there are a lot of strange cars that frequent 

Murdock Street.   Deputy Chief encouraged everyone to call the police if there is any suspicious activity.   

A resident in the crowd asked the location of the shooting.  Deputy Chief replied it was just inside the 

borough line on Greenwood.   

 

Fire Chief reported, in the month of March, Paxtang Fire Company had a total of 43 calls, and 10 

borough calls. The average crew response was 6, for a total of 253 in manpower. Our total hours in 

service were 31 hours and 11 minutes. Total runs for were 23 for the Engine, 19 for the Rescue, 3 for 

the Utility and 2 Duty Officer.  Borough Calls: 2- Standbys, 1 – Brush Fire, 1 – OIC (cat in tree), 1 - OIC 

(crash), 5 – Assist EMS 

Top 5 Responders: Chief Todd Zwigart – 29, Dep Chief John Tinari – 29, FF Matthew Lemmon – 22, FF 

Travis Frankenfield – 22, Lt Anthony Nickle – 21, Captain Tim Bloss – 20, FF Austin Schrader - 20                                                               



In March, we had 6 Company training with a total of 32 in manpower. The total hours spent in training 

were 384 hours.     2 - Maintenance nights,  2 – Rescue Tool training,  1 – TMI drill 

The Fire last night was located between Rutherford and Brisban on the 3500 block.  5 garages caught 

fire.   It was a job well done containing the fire.  It looks bad, but it could have been a lot worse.   

Thank you to the Police for their assistance of the Resident evacuation in the vicinity of the fire.  

Councilman Patackis inquired as to what other Fire companies responded with assistance 

Fire Chief Zwigart mentioned other Fire Companies who responded including Harrisburg, Progress, 

Lawnton, Swatara, Bressler, Colonial Park and Middletown. It is under investigation and will be ongoing 

for a little while.   There was another fire call 30 minutes later in Lower Paxton.  

 

Councilman Wingert shared a story about his granddaughter who was recently involved in a fire and she 

learned what to do from the Fire Prevention training by the Paxtang Fire Company.   She was the first 

one out to safety.  He thanked them for their service to the Community.   

 

Mayor Borne Fuller added her thanks to the Fire Company, Police, Manager Stambaugh and all the 

Councilmembers who were there at the time of what could have been a devastating incident.   Our 

garage was one of the properties involved.  They saw the fire and were evacuating their homes and by 

the time she was down on the street, Chief Zwigart was there and directing the firefighters.  

 

Manager’s Report:   

Manager Stambaugh reported an Address Change recently for Paxtang Cemetery from 401 Kelso to 490 

Paxtang Avenue.   The request was made by the Cemetery and the proper persons were contacted and 

the request was approved and processed.   Dauphin County and the Postal Service were notified 

accordingly.  

The Dauphin Lebanon Boroughs Association will meet on April 25, 2017, at the City Line Diner in 

Paxtang.  Councilman Martin, Councilman Patackis, Councilman Spackman, Councilman Gui and 

Manager Stambaugh plan to attend.   

Wilhelm Paxtang Baseball Organization will celebrate Opening Day is scheduled from 10:00 a.m. on 

Saturday, April 22, 2017, at Taylor Park.  

Swatara Paxtang Softball Association Opening Day is scheduled for 12:30 p.m. at Saussaman Park on 

Saturday, April 29, 2017.  

Councilman Patackis asked if there were any requests at this time for supplies or hanging of sponsor 

banners.  Manager Stambaugh said there were no requests received to date.   

Councilman Patackis asked if there was any feedback on how the borough was reviewed in the recent 

TMI drill.   

Manager Stambaugh reported there is no official report or response but Dauphin County did well 

overall.  A more detailed report is expected at a later date.  Councilman Martin thanked everyone for 

attending the TMI drill and the overall great team participation.  

 

Mayor’s Report:  No report 

Solicitor’s Report:  No report 

Codes and Zoning:  No report 

 

Engineers Report:   



Shared highlights from his report: 

The bids were received but his recommendation was to table the action to review the bids for curb 

ramps decision for next month.  They came in higher than our projections.  Councilman Martin assigned 

the issue to Highway committee to be discussed at the May workshop. 

 

Microsurfacing bids were advertised and are open at this time.   

 

MS4 – met with borough staff and have been discussing the updates and plan for the new permit.   The 

borough is at a good place at this time.   The anticipated sediment loads and the impact of the upcoming 

BMP projects should satisfy the requirement for the permit With the September BMP project we will be 

close to the requirement.   

 

The 2017 DEP grant application which was submitted with no response at this time. 

 

Sewer televising plans will be discussed by the Health and Sanitation Committee. 

 

Committees  

 

Administration:  No report 

 

Highway:  No report in addition to the Engineer’s report 

 

Property and Recreation:  Currently planning the picnic and we do not anticipate changes with the 

exception of adding wearing nametags/id badges for Borough Council and the Mayor.  

We will also add game equipment and supplies to be available to play as you will.   

 

Public Relations: Newsletter delivered via mail.  Reminder to all elected officials to complete their Ethics 

Form and submit it to the Borough Office.  

 

Public Safety: Submitted the changes regarding the animal ordinance discussed in the Council 

Workshop.  The amended Dog Ordinance is being drafted and moving forward in the process.  It can be 

discussed in the next meeting. 

Councilman Gui confirmed the police approach as being very effective in their balance of presence and 

engagement in the community but at the same time, stealth in their patrols for criminal or suspicious 

activity.  Utilizing their marked and unmarked vehicles in addition to their bicycles and foot patrol.   

 

Health and Sanitation:  Borough Manager made contact with Susquehanna Township regarding payment 

to be received for the Connector along the Greenbelt.  We are awaiting further discussion at this time. 

 

New Business  

Emergency Alert System:  Agreement switching from Code Red to subcontracting with Dauphin 

County’s system through Everbridge.  The only change will be asking residents to resubmit any cell 

phone numbers or any other non-landline phone numbers as we cannot transfer them from one system 

to another.   

 



Use of Saussaman Field for Paxtang Elementary Field Day.  Motion by Councilman Gui, second by 

Councilwoman Bloss for Paxtang Elementary 5th grade class to waive the fees and use Saussaman Park 

on June 8, 2017, for their field day.  Motion carried. 

 

Sale of the Unimog: The Unimog is jointly owned with Penbrook and the equipment has proven to not 

be the safest for the purpose with which we need and use it.   

 

Motion by Councilman Wingert, second by Councilman Thomas to pursue the sale of the jointly owned 

Unimog at a reasonable price and authorizing the borough manager to proceed accordingly.   

Discussion: Councilman Spackman suggested amending the motion to add a Reserve of no lower than 

$12,000.  Amending the previous motion, accepted by Councilman Wingert and Councilman Thomas.  

Motion carried. 

Councilman Gui asked if there was any discussion as to what might replace it.  Manager Stambaugh 

replied that we have discussed a skid loader and both Penbrook and Paxtang staff are researching 

options in the cost range of $15,000 which will be discussed further at the time of researching and 

purchasing a replacement piece of equipment.   

 

Appointment of a new Building Codes Officer following the recent departure of Samantha Everett.   

Motion by Councilwoman Bloss, Second by Councilman Gui to appoint Janet Hardman, our current 

zoning officer, also of Swatara Staff, as our Building Codes Officer.  Motion carried. 

 

Last month, the Fire Company recognized Murvin Grunden.  At this time, the Borough Council and 

Mayor wanted to recognize them as well.   Resolution 17-06 was read for consideration by Councilman 

Martin to honor Murvin and Shirley Grunden for their dedicated service to the borough.  With the 

approval of Harrisburg City, we will place the plaque in the Garden Area.  Motion by Councilman 

Thomas, second by Councilman Wingert to approve the Resolution and officially name the Garden on 

the Park Terrace side of the Paxtang Commons, as the “Grunden Garden”.  Motion carried. 

Councilman Martin additionally noted that the funds for the plaque were donated by friends of the 

Grundens and not from borough funds.   

 

Communications:  A thank you note from Faye Clark for the flowers received from the Borough Council, 

Mayor and staff, during her recovery.  

 

Motion by Councilman Spackman, second by Councilman Gui to pay the borough’s just and lawful debts.  

Motion Carried. 

 

An executive session was announced.  The Brief session is to discuss personnel matter.   

Approximately 7 minutes later, the Borough Council and Mayor thanked and recognizing Borough 

Manager Stambaugh for her tireless efforts in the absence of the Borough Secretary this month and 

Public Works Supervisor in addition to her extra time spent on the various recent events in the Borough.    

 

Motion by Councilwoman Bloss and seconded by Councilman Spackman to adjourn.   

Meeting concluded at 8:09 p.m. 

In the absence of the Borough Secretary, the Meeting Minutes taken by Borough Manager Stambaugh 


